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INTRODUCTION  

The ñCertificate Coursesò are specialized education programs created to reinforce or develop a set of 

professional/other abilities. In some circumstances, a certificate program is regarded as continuing education 

because it enhances oneôs understanding of a particular profession or business. At Brick School of Architecture 

óCertificate Courses Cellô is established for holistic development of students. National Education Policy 

(NEP), India 2020 has emphasized on giving academic flexibility, so that the students get choice to excel in 

their areas of interest. The institute acknowledges all the talents of the students and believes that they should 

get opportunities to develop the abilities and skills in their areas of interest. The Certificate Courses Cell of the 

institute takes efforts to introduce a wide spectrum of certificate courses that are available online and offline 

mode to the students. A detailed database has been created on the available courses and made available to the 

students.  The courses that have minimum 40 contact hours are considered as certificate courses by this cell. 

Students also identify various platforms of their passion and express interest to opt for certificate courses, that 

are organized during the semester break time. The institute acknowledges their interest and encourages them 

to go for these courses.  

 

VISION  

The institute has philosophy to widen the scope of learning beyond classrooms, textbooks and exams. The 

educative environment of the institutes goes beyond conventional learning and teaching techniques to 

encompass a global approach. And to venture in the horizons of ever-expanding learning opportunities, the 

ñCertificate Courses Cellò of the institute envisions multifaceted development of the students. 

 

GOALS 

¶ Holistic development of students 

¶ Providing options for flexibility in the curriculum 

¶ Academic enrichment 

¶ As a long-term goal faculty of Brick to develop the courses and conduct these courses in the institute  
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TEAM  (year 2022-23) 

                     

 

 

The faculty at the institute get opportunity to choose the respective portfolios based on their specialization, 

and availability. The Certificate courses team of academic year comprised of three faculties. Shraddha 

Manjrekar lead the cell with Neha Gosavi and Bhangyashree Bandekar. 

 

STANDARD PROCESSES 

 

  

Creating a data base of 
various options for certificate 
courses suitable for students 

of the various batches

If some courses are identified 
from outside, getting in touch 

with the experts to discuss 
the requirements of the 

institute.

Inviting the experts/ guests 
at campus. 

Signing MoU and chalk down 
plan for collaboration

Formally Introducing these 
courses to the students once 
in a semester, and making 

this information available to 
students on ERP/mail/notice 

board

Counselling to the group of 
students for choosing 
appropriate courses

Taking records of the 
students opting various 

courses

Taking students' feedback on 
the courses conducted

Documentation of the 
courses 

Shraddha Manjrekar 

Associate Professor 

Neha Gosavi 

Assistant Professor 

Bhagyashree Bandekar 

Assistant Professor 

Courses identified 

by students 

Courses offered by 

external agencies 

Courses identified by 

certificate courses cell 
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ACTIONS AND TIMELINES - 2022-23 

Yearly Focused Goals  

ǒ Goal 1: Introduction of courses on foreign languages, Life skills, and an ICT skill development 

course 

ǒ Goal 2: One course to be conducted in a way that it contributes towards society  

ǒ Goal 3: At least 3 collaborations to happen through certificate courses  

Sr No Actions/ Tasks Timeline 

1 Activity 1 : Background work by the certificate courses team to 

identify the certificate courses for the year 

May- July 

2 Activity 2: Presentation of the certification cell for orienting 

students to take these courses 

July- 4th week 

3 Activity 3: Identifying guests/ experts for introducing these 

courses in the campus 

August, and December 

(or second week of 

beginning of each 

semester) 

Signing MoU with these agencies  

4 Activity 4: Interest shown by outside agencies to conduct the 

courses in the institute 

As per their schedule 

Signing MoU with these agencies  

5 Activity 5: Interest shown by the students to take the courses 

outside the institute 

One month before every 

semester break 

6 Activity 6: Updation of data base Once in every two 

months 

7 Activity 7: Communicating with the students to get the updates of 

the ongoing and completed certificate courses 

Once in every two 

months 

8 Activity 8: Compilation of the documentation of the certificate 

courses 

1-2nd week of August 

ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 

Summary  

Sr. No Title of the 

course 

introduced 

Particulars Certifying 

Agency/ Expert 
Activity period  Number of 

students 

participated 
1 Use of Bamboo 

as a construction 

material 

Course identified by 

the students and a 

group of students 

opted to take it 

Bala Sundaram - 
Auroville Bamboo 
Centre 

June 2022 13 

2 Hunarshala 
Foundation's 

Course identified by 

the students and a 

Hunarshala 

foundation, Bhuj 
12-15 July 2022 22 
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Earthen 
Construction 
Material 
Workshop 

group of students 

opted to take it 

3 ICT skill 

enhancement 

courses 

ǒ MoU was signed  

The course was 

introduced to the 

students 

LOMOS 

Archilabs 
July-Nov 2022 10 

4 Foreign languages 

Session 1 
ǒ MoU was signed  

The course was 

introduced to the 

students  

Alliance 

Française de 

Pune (French 

Language) 

August 2022 0 

5 Foreign languages 

Session 2 
ǒ MoU was signed 

The course was 

introduced to the 

students 

Ms. Keerti 

Vaidya (German 

Language) 

August 2022 0 

6 Universal 

Accessibility 
5-days course with 

detailed inputs and 

hands on exercises 

was conducted in the 

campus 

Ar. Parul 

Kumtha, 

 

 Nature Nurture 

Architects and 

Planners 

August 10-14th 

2022 
23 

7 Certificate course 

in upcycling 
5 days certificate 

course was introduced 

during Brick Fest 

S.M.E.F.ôs Brick 

Group of 

Institutes 

 

Faculty: Abhijeet 

Kondhalkar,  

Feb 5-9th 2023 26 

8 Edge tool 

certificate course- 

EDGE 

(ñExcellence in 

Design for 

Greater 

Efficienciesò)  

5 days certificate 

course was introduced 

in third year design 

studio for the 

enhancement of 

sustainable features in 

design.  

EDGE 

 

Faculty, Ar. 

Abhang Kamble 

and Ar. Vineeta 

Lulla. Both are 

EDGE certified 

professionals 

March 10-17th, 

2023 
83 

9 Values of 

Excellence in Life 
¶ MoU was signed 

¶ The course was 

introduced to the 

students 

10 weekly sessions of 

4 hours on every 

Mondays were 

conducted by Ms. 

Ruchi Bajaj of Bhakti 

Vedant Gurukul 

Bhakti Vedant 

Gurukul in 

collaboration 

with S.M.E.F.ôs 

Brick Group of 

Institutes 

 

Jan 10th to 

March 25th 2023 
80 

 Total  ¶    258 

 

Analysis  

Number of courses introduced- 9 

Number of courses taken by the students- 7 

Number of students enrolled under these courses- 258 

Total number of students in the institute- 400 

Percentage of the students taking certificate courses- 64% 
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COURSE WISE DOCUMENTATION  

1. Use of Bamboo as a construction material 

June 2022 

 

This course was organized by Auroville Bamboo Centre in summer break. Visiting Faculty at Brick, Ar. Rajdatta Devang 

teaches Building Materials and Technologies to the first year and second year. He has worked in Auroville on sustainable 

building construction techniques and has specialized in the area of construction with bamboo, mud, earth blocks and bricks. 

With his continuous mentoring to the students, students expressed to brush up their hands kills for bamboo construction.  Ar. 

Bala Sundaram, founder and creative director of Auroville Bamboo Centre was contacted by the Ar. Rajdatta, and he 

organized a week long course to give training on various types of bamboos, selection of the right specie for construction, 

cutting, various types of joinery, and designs for habitable spaces made in bamboo. This course focused on a tree house 

construction, as tree house has a number of details that are useful to give one wholesome idea of bamboo construction. 

13 number of students have participated in this course. Names of the students are as follows. 

1. Yash Pachkavde 

2. Dhruti Muzumdar 

3. Janki Joshi 

4. Aayush Kapadia 

5. Rishi Badlani 

6. Mihir Thombre 

7. Ansh Agarwal 

8. Om Pawar 

9. Sanjana Kotecha 

10. Ayushi Sangvi 

11. Gaurav Bhansali 

12. Giridhar Kapade 

13. Vedant Joshi 
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2. Hunarshala Foundation's Earthen Construction Material Workshop 

July 2022 

 

This course was identified by the students. Hunarshala foundation at Bhuj, Gujarat has attracted attention of 

the students of Brick School of Architecture, as they are oriented towards sustainable building construction 

techniques and encouraged for hands-on exercises. The semester break gives them opportunity to choose their 

area of interest and opt for the course for their development. Hence the semester break of June -July 2022 was 

a good time to travel to Bhuj and enhance their understanding about earth construction. The genesis of 

Hunnarshala lies in the collaborations and associations that were built after 2001 earthquake in Kutch with an 

objective to capacitate people for reconstruction of their habitat. They are research and development 

organization having immense work experience on scientific and modern building science and traditional 

knowledge of sustainable construction techniques. They are acknowledged for their contribution for 

strengthening engagement of artisans to deliver high quality buildings, infrastructure and community spaces. 

This particular course attended by 22 students of Brick School of Architecture was focused on earth 

construction techniques and construction of arches, vaults and domes. 

 

 

1. Pratham Behede 

2. Jissella Maria 

3. Harshita Grandhi  

4. Shreya Dhargawe  

5. Bhumika Shinde 

6. Mayur Pande  

7. Vaishnavi Hire 

8. Sanjana Kotecha 

9. Vedant Joshi  

10. Gaurav Bhansali 

11. Yash Pachkawade 

12. Aayush Kapade 

13. Janki Joshi 

14. Isha Joshi 

15. Om Pawar 

16. Aanchal Mugdiya 

17. Pushkar Khanorkar 

18. Vaishnawi Hunachagi 

19. Tanvi loyare 

20. Komal karale 

21. Dhanashi shinde  

22. Mohit Bajaniya  

 

 

The image below shows the glimpses of the works that these students had exercised.  
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One sample certificate is added here for reference. 
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3. ICT skill enhancement courses 

 

S.M.E.F.ôs Brick School of architecture signed MoU with LOMOS. LOMOS Architelab is a Bangalore based 

organization that offers 3D Modelling &  Rendering Software Courses. They gave a proposal of offering a 

course with combination of three software useful in the practice of Architecture. After this MoU signing 

the courses were introduced to the students of all the batches through e-mail and also through face to face 

interaction. Some 10 students opted to take these courses in online mode. The duration of these courses 

was a year long window, and there was flexibility  to opt for the courses depending on time availability of 

the students. One reference certificate is attached here. 
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4. Course on Universal Accessibility  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Universal design, a genre of architecture or overall living, inclusive of the comfort of everyone. While 

understanding the basics of the subject Parul ma'am meticulously took us through the past and then the 

current societal restrictions faced by the especially abled. The types of communal living like exclusive, 

integration, segregation, inclusion was discussed and the ethicality of inclusive living were pondered upon. 

Universal design regards to designing with an inclusive approach. The factors affecting a structure that allow 

all parts of the society to access it is what makes that very structure a prominent one. Designing a space or even 

a commodity involves deliberation as it should be easily accessible and essentially effortless to utilize. The 

focus of the course was to make students acknowledge the abilities of a certain group of people and help them 

access parts of a space that may also be comfortable to a typical person. A detailed input presentation was given 

by the expert. This presentation was followed by an interesting activity that allowed us to ponder upon our 

views and opinions. Later revelations were made based on these opinions. And discussions were conducted 

11-15th August 2022 
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followed by an input about the government policies and inclusive design rule in implementation available today. 

Certificate format is as follows. 

 

 

The college campus was analyzed and an audit was put forward. Some of the design 

interventions students devised were, Decreasing ramp slope (1:12) for wheel chair 

users. 
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List of the participating students 
 

Sr. No. Name of the Student Year 

1 Janki joshi 3th Year B.Arch. 

2 Isha joshi 3th Year B.Arch. 

3 Om pawar 3th Year B.Arch. 

4 Yash pachkawade 3th Year B.Arch. 

5 Aayush kapade 3th Year B.Arch. 

6 Neha kadam 3th Year B.Arch. 

   

7 Komal Karale 3th Year B.Arch. 

8 Dhruti Muzumdar 3th Year B.Arch. 

9 Srushti Jadhav 3th Year B.Arch. 

10 Yadnika barde 3th Year B.Arch. 

11 Prajwal Pote 3th Year B.Arch. 

12 Vaishnavi Elekar 4th Year B.Arch. 

13 Pratham Behede 3th Year B.Arch. 

14 Ankita Londhe 3th Year B.Arch. 

15 Harshul Oswal 4th Year B.Arch. 

16 Kunal Chaugule 4th Year B.Arch. 

17 Swagat Tupe 3th Year B.Arch. 

18 Gaurav Bhansali 3th Year B.Arch. 

19 Vedant Joshi 3th Year B.Arch. 

20 Tanvi Loyare 3th Year B.Arch. 

21 Anunaad More 3th Year B.Arch. 

22 Riddhi Salve 3th Year B.Arch. 

23 Manasi Shitole 3th Year B.Arch. 
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5. Certificate course in Upcycling - Playscape Design Certificat e course 
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This course was a part of an elective on Rural Sustainable Development. This particular elective 

had objectives to sensitize the students towards the issues of rural areas, and ideate a project as a 

rural development activity which is doable in the time frame of 4- 5 months. The Playscape design 

was the implementation part of this 4-5 months course. 

Background 

National Education Policy (NEP) of India, 2020, has a new and forward-looking vision for Indiaôs 

Higher Education system. The country is a knowledge society and economy, and for its continuous 

evolution, NEP has mentioned that the higher education system must be revised, revamped, and 

re- energized as soon as possible to meet the demands of the fourth industrial revolution, which 

are characterized by an increase in the proportion of employment opportunities for a creative, 

multidisciplinary, and highly skilled workforce. The SDG 4 Quality Education also gives a focused 

direction to all the educational institutions. Keeping in mind the national and international 

expectations from the educational sector, the institute had become a part of ñUnnat Bharat Abhiyaan 

(UBA)ò, which is an initiative by Ministry of Education, Government of India. Under this mission 

the institute has adopted five villages in peri-urban areas of Pune district, and is attempting to 

attach the academic and research activities for the development of these rural areas. The 

observations in the rural areas and the developmental gap between rural and urban areas were 

looked as a major void by the participating team. To reimagine this void, the team envisaged 

interventions. They developed the community engagement tools, and project ideation skills in this 

course. The study area selected for one of these projects was Waravadi, which is one of the villages 

adopted by the institute under ñUnnat Bharat Abhiyaanò envisioned by Ministry of Education. 
 

Briefing of the course and coursework was done by the Faculty and group leaders through a 

presentation. The presentation helped students to understand the site and the context for design 

through drawings, photographs and case studies. Students were further divided into groups for 

ideation. First two days students brainstormed collectively on the idea of playscape and finalization 

components in design. Later, three continuous days were utilized for installation for placemaking 

at the site.   

 

    
Students briefing and brainstorming on the idea of playscape 
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Group Discussion- Ideation & Brainstorming  

 

 
Placemaking and converging the ideas 

 

Working on the material procured and creating various playing equipment and assemblies based 

on the placemaking ideas. 

 
Working on the material procured and creating various playing equipment and assemblies based 

on the placemaking ideas. 
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Community Interaction  

The faculties and students had an interaction with the Headmaster, teacher and kids of the school 

explaining to them the idea of the designed playscape. After understanding on site constraints 

explained by the Headmaster the onsite placement of the assemblies had been revised and re-

oriented on the site. The Headmaster and the teacher felicitated the expert and the faculties at the 

school. The students did on-site work on painting and installation of the materials assemblies. The 

course was concluded with kids of the school happily playing in the school campus and were 

excited to learn and play with the placemaking done at the school. 

  
 

Photograph of final installation  
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The Playscape at Warvadi was successfully completed on 9th February, 2023. It consisted of 

various activities specially designed for children of nursery, pre-primary and primary school in 

order to make a safe environment for children to freely explore, reason and learn. The students 

learnt upcycling, creative design of the playscape in the form of 6 tactile interventions and 6 

installations with upcycled materials. The course fulfilled the set goal of societal concern. Also, 

this initiative brought in win-win situation for the students of the institute in terms of learning 

opportunity and the Anganwadi kids in the form of this playscape. The team got positive feedback 

from the teachers and students.  

 

List of participating students 

1. Sakshi Wath   8. Anushka Pansare  15. Sahil G. 

2. Vidhi Bhalgat  9. Heena Dharamsi  16. Kajal Desarda 

3. Srushti Jadhav  10. Samiksha Ghive  17. Yash Agrawal 

4. Neha Kadam  11. Vrushank S. 18.Harsh Agrawal 

5. Ananya Tambe  12. Tanmay M.  19.Yash Kature  

6. Tejas Patil  13. Jadhav Shruti  20. Anjali Gawadet  

7. Atharv Desai  14. Harshita G  21.Moksha Shah 
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One reference certificate is shown below. 

 

  



Certificate courses, Academic year 2022-23 

 

23 | P a g e 

 

6. Edge tool certificate course- EDGE (ñExcellence in Design for Greater Efficienciesò) 

This course was envisioned by the faculty of the institute, Ar. Abhang Kamble and Ar. Vinita Lulla who 

had undergone an FDP on EDGE. The Edge stands for Excellence in Design for Greater Efficiencies. It is 

a tool which simulates the overall building performance. If applied at design stage, the architect can 

optimize the design with a number of permutation combinations of the changes in design elements, details 

and building material specifications. As the building technologies and services get advanced, the 

dependency on mechanical systems and energy requirements keep on increasing. The theme for third year 

design studio in Year 2022-23 was ñForm follows Climateò. Hence, the exploration utilized simulations in 

the EDGE App. 

The third-year students get exposure to design high rise and high-end technologies and services. This stage 

of architecture education is a threshold of demonstrating the design abilities to create occupantsô comfort, 

application of technological knowledge as well as critical thinking on sustainability. Hence, the faculty 

gave a thought to give complete understanding on architectural design as well as the software tool in 

collaboration with the ñEDGEò. The tool was introduced while giving the orientation on teaching plan to 

the students. The complete orientation of use the software was given at the time when design of the students 

had reached to match the modeling requirements in the software.   

Following is the documentation of the progression of coursework that is done by the students in guidance 

of the faculty. 

 

Documentation of the Design Exploration 

 

HOTEL DESIGN  

The Intent 

Ahmedabad is one of the fastest growing cities in India. The number of people visiting the city has gone up 

significantly in the past few years and it is foreseen that this trend will continue for some time in the future. 

The need to sustain this growth necessitates the need for providing appropriate infrastructure. The tourists or 

the business community plays an important part in this. As such, the need for providing dedicated facilities 

for such a requirement is a must. 

The Program 

A wide spectrum of Architecture of Ahmedabad can be seen in the city ranging from the ancient to the modern 

style especially the last works of contemporary Indian Architects like Charles Correa, Louis Kahn, Le 

Corbusier, Alexander Calder, Buckminster Fuller, Achyut Kanvinde, Anant Raje, B.V. Doshi, etc. It is now 

a city amalgamating history and contemporary architecture, creating a blend of new materials and 

architectural styles.  This architecturally rich place offers diversities in a compact location, a one stop 

destination. The Design Exploration intends to offer an option to choose between two dynamic sites along 

the river front, one facing the new and one facing the old city, further enhancing the skyline of the 

continuously evolving city. The two-fold purpose of respecting the context, as well as the developments seen 

across the river acts as a challenge too. With all the above as a reference, it is proposed to design a multi-

storeyed Five Star rated Hotel catering to the latest trends and luxury in the hospitality industry. 
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A representative case of design that was simulated in Edge tool 
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EDGE REPORT 
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